CHAPTER VIII

THE KNIGHTS

IN Malta it is quite impossible to avoid the Knights,
for the place is so drenched in their history that it is
faced wherever you go. Even the forts we manned
with our great guns were built by them, and they
are as strong as anything that can be built today.
My Maltese friends showed me many things of
interest concerning the Order, a few of which I put
down here, but before doing so I must give a
brief outline of the history of these fighting monks,
in case some readers do not know it.
The Knights of Saint John of Jerusalem, more
commonly known as the Knights of Malta, began
life in Jerusalem just before the days of the First
Crusade. Their founder was a certain Peter
Gerard, who was rector of a tiny hospital opened
to give aid to the numerous weary pilgrims who
came to the Holy City* The Order, from merely
tending the sick and needy, took on a military side,
when they swore to defend their faith, live chaste
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